Responsible natural resource
development and utilization is a
catalyst for greater economic
prosperity, stronger environmental
stewardship, and elimination of
poverty.
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Healing the Ozone Layer: Chemist
Says Treaty Is Working

The Montreal Protocol, enacted in 1987, put controls on use of aerosol CFCs.

BY JOHNNA RIZZO, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC NEWS

“THE MONTREAL PROTOCOL is working,” says chemist Mario Molina,
who shared the Nobel Prize for his work on the effects of chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs). “CFCs are a global environmental problem that is being solved by

h »
society.

The international treaty, which opened for signature in 1987, created controls

on the use of CFCs, gases used as coolants in refrigerators and to propel
aerosols like hair spray out of cans. The problem was that CFCs spread out in

the stratosphere, where they led to a hole in the ozone layer.
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